K-6 Education Binder
This binder belongs to: _____________________________

Operation Dandelion Kids (ODK) supports military parents as they advocate for the unique educational needs of their
children. Education continuity is a critical challenge for a military child who changes schools every four or five years.
Operation Dandelion Kids gives parents the tools, resources and knowledge to most effectively communicate military
children’s educational needs during each PCS. Our program empowers parents and helps level the playing field for
military children.
WE’RE IN THIS TOGETHER!

Operation Dandelion Kids (ODK) is one of two flagship programs at Families on the Home Front. Parenting on the
Home Front (POTHF), our second flagship program, builds stronger military families through expert advice and
education. Parents can find easy-to-read research summaries and practical resources.
Visit us at www.FamiliesOnTheHomeFront.com to learn more about Families on the Home Front, Operation
Dandelion Kids and Parenting on the Home Front.

Dandelions and Military Children
Dandelions have long been associated with military children for a number of reasons. As a matter of fact, the
dandelion is the official flower of military children.

Place a picture of your Dandelion Kid
here so teachers and counselors can
put a face with the name.

According to an often-cited anonymous poem:
The plant puts down roots almost anywhere, and it's almost impossible to destroy. It's an unpretentious plant, yet good
looking. It's a survivor in a broad range of climates. Military children bloom everywhere the winds carry them. They are
hardy and upright. Their roots are strong, cultivated deeply in the culture of the military, planted swiftly and surely.
They're ready to fly in the breezes that take them to new adventures, new lands, and new friends.

Military children do indeed bloom wherever the military wind sends them. They are sturdy when times are
tough and understand adversity at younger ages and more completely than most of their peers. Their
experiences are unique and they can call on friends in every corner of the globe. They are ready to fly when
the military tells their family it’s to time go; then they bloom again.
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Dear Parents,
Operation Dandelion Kids (ODK) is excited to help your family through your upcoming transition. We have created this
K-6 education binder especially with you in mind. We are parents ourselves and share your unique concerns and
fears regarding your children and their change in educational settings. This binder guides you through the transition
to a new school and provides a smart way to introduce your military children to their new school.
We’ve included everything you need to organize important documents and navigate the complicated process of
moving with a K-6 school-aged child. The ODK binder features pre-printed section labels with checklists and helpful
hints. More importantly, the binder explains why you need these items. We believe understanding why you need
them is just as important as the items themselves.
Most civilian educators and administrators do not understand a military child’s unique challenges and experiences. It
is our job as military families to educate them and level the playing field for our kids. We think this binder is a good
start toward giving your children that needed “edge” when they enroll in a new school.
We recommend giving the completed binder to a school counselor or administrator at registration and asking them to
review its contents before making placement decisions. Next, share the binder with your child’s teacher (earlier is
better) in order to give the teacher a better sense of your child’s classroom needs. The ODK binder will give educators
a unique and necessary view into your military child’s educational background and provide much-needed continuity
during the change of schools.
We are military families going through the same transitions as you and we want to help by oﬀering support for your
military children and their educational needs. Visit www.FamiliesOnTheHomeFront.com or email us at info@fothf.com
to find more of what we oﬀer. Remember, we’re in this together!
Sincerely,
Stacy Huisman, Becky Harris and Ashley Burleson
Families On The Home Front

www.FamiliesOnTheHomeFront.com

Education Binder Table of Contents
Report Cards
Teacher Comments
Evaluations
Shots & Records
Work Samples
Special Programs
Resources

www.FamiliesOnTheHomeFront.com

Report Cards
Providing your child's report cards from the previous years (as many as you have) gives educators and school
counselors a better picture of your child's overall achievements and progress.

CHECKLIST:
Highlight subject areas or grades on report cards you believe were affected by a PCS,
deployment, homecomings, traumatic life circumstance, and/or health-related absences.
Note any introduction of new curriculum. (e.g. some states teach Common Core while other states
have opted out. The change in teaching and curriculum may confuse transitioning students).
Describe on report card when changes in educational status occurred.
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Teachers Comments
Teachers provide insight into who your child is as a student and a classmate. Asking teachers to share their impressions of
your child is a great way to provide continuity as a military child transitions to a new school.

CHECKLIST:
Suggest that your child's current teacher(s) write a letter to your child's future teacher(s) giving their
impression of your child as a student and a classmate. Have them discuss any of the following that apply:
- academic strengths and weaknesses
- accommodations made in the classroom
- notable growth in subject areas and learning style preference
- relationships with peers and other educators
- classroom behavior
Request your child’s teacher(s) write a letter and give teachers plenty of time to complete.
Take diligent notes when communicating with your child’s teacher(s) during parent teacher conferences and
phone conversations. Print emails to and from the teacher(s).
Ask other teachers, instructors and coaches (sports, music, dance, art, Scout and religious education) to also
provide an “introduction” letter about your child.
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Evaluations
Evaluation results provide insights into your child’s strengths and weaknesses and may be used for their educational planning.
Access to records and summaries is essential for an easier transition and to avoid losing ground
made in therapy.

CHECKLIST:
Compile evaluations from standardized school assessments
Maintain evaluations, assessments, diagnoses and recommendations from professionals such as from occupational/
speech therapists, tutors and counselors.
Maintaining gifted and talented evaluations/status and eligibility requirements is particularly important due to
variances in advanced learner services provided by different districts and states.
Assemble academic support assessments such as those related to reading specialists, math tutoring, social skills
groups, and classroom accommodations/modifications for academics or behavior.
Maintain OT/PT therapy session (in or out of school) notes to limit disruptions in progress
when changing providers.
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Shots & Records
Medical records are needed to register for school, camps, sports, child care providers and more. Remember to edit your
binder before you turn it over to your child’s school. Teachers and counselors don’t need medical information for child
placement.

CHECKLIST:
Keep a few copies of the most current shot record.
Develop a calendar to track when immunizations are due.
Include records from physicals, eye exams, allergy testing and dental exams.
Compile your child’s health care providers’ business cards to facilitate record transfers to new health
care providers.
Maintain current health care providers’ contact information for ease of completing registration forms.
Make a copy of your child’s birth certificate and file it with educational records.
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Work Samples
Showing examples of your child’s work is a great way to demonstrate abilities to a new teacher. Work samples also
allow new teachers to see the curriculum taught at the previous school.

CHECKLIST:
Include a few work samples from each grading period from various subject areas such as:
handwriting
spelling tests
language arts writing samples
math work sheets or tests
book log
artwork and drawings
science
portfolio samples
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Special Programs
Keeping track of important academic documents such as Individual Education Plans (IEPs), 504 Plans (special
accommodations), and Exceptional Family Member Program (EFMP) paperwork is critical to ensuring your child’s
specific educational needs are met. Don’t be afraid to pass this information to your child’s new school; these programs
are designed to help your child.
Gifted eligibility documentation and established English as Second Language needs are also crucial when enrolling at a
new school. Every school is different so find out what documentation is required and transferable.

CHECKLIST:
Keep these documents in chronological order.
Highlight important dates such as initial date of placement and re-evaluation due date.
Although there is no need to share EFMP status and documentation with schools, keeping this paperwork
together is essential to being an effective advocate for your child.
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Resources
This is YOUR location to file resources and information your family will need during a PCS. Below are our suggestions
for what to keep under this tab to ensure a smoother transition. Good luck and stay positive!

Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC)

Youth Center and school-age program information

Military One Source - www.MilitaryOneSource.com

Park and recreation program information
(classes, clubs and sports)

Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3) www.mic3.net

Nearby parks (a great way to meet local children and parents)

State Department of Education websites

Realtor information (renting or buying)

School and school district websites

Local clubs (Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, etc.)

Registration information and packets

Community organizations

School ratings (www.greatschools.org)

Local church, temple or religious information

School bus information

Summer camp information

School liaison contact information

City, county or country information

School calendars

Maps

PTA/PTO information

Extracurricular activities (dance, music, etc.)

Base/post information

_____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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We’re In This Together!
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You can find us on…

Facebook

/FamiliesOnTheHomeFront

Pinterest

Twitter

/FOTHF_Together

/FOTHF_Together

Email
Stacy Huisman - Stacy@FOTHF.com
Becky Harris - Becky@FOTHF.com
Ashley Burleson - Ashley@FOTHF.com
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